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The well-oiled machine, which is the Guinjata Sports fishing Club Committee, in its 7th year under the 

core members, including chairman and tournaments director set off to Host the 19th Guinjata Bonanza. 

A lot of work had been done leading up the comp, much of which was made easier by generous 

sponsorship by 3 sponsors who all put up 6 figure sponsorships making the event the success that it was. 

A big thank you to Snowmaster, Durban Yamaha and last but not least Trailmax for their support. 

A single incident was reported by travelling 

competitors when a set of handcuffs were found 

in a speeding vehicle, unbeknown to most of us 

this is a banned practice in Mozambique and 

carries a charge of impersonating a police officer. 

Members from DriveMoz and the Minister of 

Tourism, no less, were quickly on the scene and 

diffused the situation and got the competitors on 

their way. 

Other than this single incident the trip up for all 

was without incident and the message from the 

Tourism Ministry in Mozambique to the Police 

officers on the ground appears to have really hit 

home making the journey to Guinjata a safe and 

pleasant trip. 
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TƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 5ǳǘȅ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŜǊŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ stretch tent custom sized for the 

gallows area and generously contributed to by an old friends of the competition-Action Panel Beaters 

(Casper and Lizette Walker) and Trailmax.  

The tent proved to be a real winner for all the functions and weigh in during the week. A big thank you to 

Rowan from Sante Fe for providing the lighting in the tent. 

On Saturday night the customary Sponsors dinner was held at Sante Fe to show appreciation to all the 

sponsors who had made the additional effort to attend the comp for the week where traditional 

Portuguese chicken and 

fish and chips were 

served as well as many 

R&Rs. It was great to 

have Snowmaster, 

Durban Yamaha, Ice Cold, 

The Bush company, 

Kiarah Chem, Vanguard, 

PBI Brokers, Platinum 

Petrolium, Casa do Mar, 

Panavision and other 

sponsors present. A 

mention to Trailmax, 

Manitou, Ndebele 

Stoves, LA Axles, Rapala 

VMC, and Action 

Panelbeaters who did not 

make the evening but contributed generously to the competition. 

The Fisheries made themselves available for several days this year prior to Boat Pack collection which 

really made the boat pack collection a smooth operation. Each competitor received a quality fishing shirt 

thanks to our shirt sponsor, Belrex.   

Briefing in the tent on Sunday evening saw all the eager skippers and crew gather to get the last minute 

instructions and pose more than a few questions to the tournament director after which it was early to 

bed for most, only to be bitterly disappointed when waking up to very windy Monday morning, leaving 

the weather committee no option to delay the launch, which eventually resulted in the day being 

declared a blow out as the wind was still going strong 

ŀǘ ф ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘ ŘƛŘ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘ ƳǳŎƘ 

better conditions for the next day though, and after a 

day of cabin fever the boats were eagerly lined up on 

the beach on Tuesday morning and conditions were 

favourable to fishing. 

All vessels made it safely to sea but no one could 

have predicted how tough the fishing would actually 

be, although there had been a few whispers from 

some of the locals on the absence of fish in the 
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waters. The scales that day saw only 9 fish, of 5 

different species. The best fish of the day a good Wahoo 

by Abrie Botha on his ski Escape. Abri had a particularly 

good day and topped the species challenge division as 

well by adding a 8.9kg kingfish to his tally of 61.2 points 

for the day. The Second biggest fish was a cuta of 11.1kg 

by Natie Coetzer but only helped him place 4th in the 

species division behind local angler Gerhard Loef on The 

Flying Dutchie with a green jobfish of 5.9kg and a 7.4kg 

yellow fin tuna for his 26.6 points. 3rd in the Species for 

the day was the jetski Black with Richard Griffiths and 

Tyrone vd Wath producing 3 cuta for their 18.1 points.  

2M provided free beers at the weigh in to all anglers and water for the not so thirsty was sponsored by 

Agua para Amigos sponsored each day from the 2M cart set up next to the gallows which was definitely 

appreciated by all participants. 

Wednesday Morning saw improved weather conditions but the fishing remained tough. 8 fish saw the 

scales that afternoon but the biggest of them was a 14.7kg Cuta by Tyrone vd Wath on the jetski Black. 

Abri Botha was still in good form and topped the species tally for the day 43 points with 2 cuta and a 

yellow fin tuna. Jetski Black added 2 other cuta besides the biggest fish of the day to bag 29.7 points 

which was enough to push them into 2nd place on the species ranking.  

On Wednesday night the teams took a bit of time off from fishing and attended the traditional 

Wednesday night Function held at the Sante Fe tent. Several of the teams put in a great effort and the 

crews were entertained by the talent from Varkie Voster from Koster (Tjoppie), Bok and his crew from 

Cabrito, Strike Zone with a great effort and Yogi Bear AKA Ryan Hansen from Durban Yamaha 

Thursday mornings launch was interrupted by a storm producing strong winds and rain, but conditions 

remained fishable and it would have been hard to keep the anglers from chasing the leader board.  The 

day however saw no change in the top positions of either the biggest fish or the species format. Baruch a 

Mother and Son team of Dalene and Duane Jobert topped the ŘŀȅΩǎ species division with 39.6 points 

compliments of a 10.1 Cuta (also the biggest fish of the day) and a9.7kg Prodical son which was enough to 

move them up to 3rd place on the species leader board. Martin Slabbert also moved up the board into 4th 

place with 22 points for the day with a cuta and a bonito. 

Friday, the last day with all to play for and superb conditions, saw all Jetskis in the water for the final 

push. The conditions on what is always the shortest fishing day of the comp, improved quite 

considerably.  Riaan Louw on his Ski, Iceman, made put in a great last ditch effort for the day amassing 

85.5 points, by far the best daily tally of the week. His bag included a 6.7kg Yellowfin tuna, a 9.1kg Cuta 

and a good wahoo of 12.5kg. This effort catapulted him up the leader board into 2nd place. Only 5 other 

fish made the scales with Gerhard Loef, The Flying Dutchie, taking second for the day with a 7.9kg cuta. 

Dalene Joubert had also not lost her stide and weighed in a 7.8kg cuta on Baruch. 
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Final prize giving started with the 

raffle that PBI Brokers had arranged 

for southern Guateng Junior Anglers 

heading off to the Nationals later this 

month. A great effort by the Padoa 

brothers and fantastic support from 

the participants resulted in a really 

successful fund raiser and two happy 

recipients of Shimano Tiagra rods. 

With no fish to beat the Abrie BothaΩs 

wahoo it was a foregone conclusion 

that he would scoop the R25 00.00 

worth of prizes for the biggest fish 

compliments of Snowmaster, Ironman and 

inflatable boat repairs. With the rules of the competition excluding the winner of this prize from 

receiving any other prizes, all other teams got to move a position up the leader board for the remaining 

prizes. the top 3 Jetski prizes went to Iceman, Black and Baruch respectively, with άoumaΩ Daleen Jobert 

taking the prize for the lady with the most species for the week (ski boats included) of R2000 cash 

sponsored by Gerhard Rossouw from Tsunami. 

 Please see a detailed list of all scores below in the fishing report. 

On a sad note it is with heavy hearts that the committee bids farewell to our chairman and secretary, Jan 

and Fiona Hofman, as they will be going on a new adventure with a guest house and charter business in 

{ǘ [ǳŎƛŀ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭy see them back at the Bonanza next year, but will miss 

the hard work and guidance that they unselfishly gave to this competition over the past 7 years. Thank 

you both from all of us, you will forever be part of this comp, good luck on your new adventure 

Until next year, when we all make the 

pilgrimage back to paradise to renew the 

friendships made this year and over 

several years, whether it be for the 

comradery, the prizes, the fishing or all of 

the above, we hope to see you all next 

year, and bring your mates to the 20th 

Bonanza, which already promises to be 

bigger and better  
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